




MINUTES OF MEETING OF
IRONTON CITY COUNCIL
March 26, 2026
6:00 P.M.
	
A regular meeting of Ironton City Council was held on Thursday, March 26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  Present was Vice Mayor, Chris Haney, who presided, and members:  Brown, Harvey, Kline, Simmons—five.  

	All persons stood for the Lord’s Prayer, and then the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

	The Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of March 12, 2026, the Finance Committee Meeting of March 12, 2026, and the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting of March 18, 2026, stood approved as submitted.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

	Roger Malone said he was here with Nicole Cox with the Historical Society and the Lawrence County Museum.  He said he is here to give an update from the February discussion they had pertaining to the time capsule that was possibly in the Memorial Hall.  At the time that he came in February 2026, they really didn’t know for sure if it existed or not, and he and Nicole asked Council for their permission for them to be able to explore that.  He said the first part of March it rained and rained, but on March 9th, he, Nicole, Dan Johnson and Steve Shaffer, showed up on that Monday morning at 7:00 a.m. and he brought the tools and camera that he needed to see if he could verify that spot.  He said they drilled through the actual block that he showed them pictures of that he thought was the cornerstone, and there was nothing in the top of it.  They then drilled in the center of it and it was solid.  He said they backed off and decided that they needed to rethink this.  He said he went to the Library and spent several more days and was lucky enough to find several articles that led him in the right direction.  He said the first article he found was a week prior to the ceremony of placing that cornerstone on that building, and it talked about it being 6 ½ feet high and that it was underneath the actual cornerstone, so that told him where his problem was.  He said they went back in the end of that week and made one more drill and was able to locate that time capsule.  He said the first article talked about what it consisted of—it was a sealed brass box—and went into great detail leading up to the celebration.  He said the next article he found was the actual celebration of the placing of the time capsule, and it said it was one of the bigger celebrations that Ironton ever had, and it said that the attendance was over the thousands and there were hundreds of Civil War soldiers who attended this.  He said that was the only year that they didn’t have the Memorial Day Parade, even though they did marching going on, so they did have a parade but just a different route.  He said he did find the time capsule and he was able to get the first picture of it in 135 years since its placement and also a video of it.  He passed a black and white picture of it.  The second picture shows where that capsule actually ended up being located—it’s actually underneath the cornerstone, which is 6 ½ feet high, and the exact dimensions of the box they think are 8 x 8 x 10.  He said the good news about all of this is that the cornerstone, which is rather large, isn’t going to have to be tampered with to remove this time capsule.  They are thinking that they can remove one of the smaller stones underneath pretty easy to gain access to bring that out and put it back.  He said they thought that this was the perfect year to try to bring this out—it goes hand in hand with our Memorial Day celebrations.  He said what he wants to ask Council is, do we want to go forward with this?  Because it is going to consist of about a period of a month of getting a lot of stuff together to actually pull it out.  He said we have April and until the end of May, but it would be nice to have it pulled out in April and have it on display here in the building, and then possibly have it in the Memorial Day Parade on a float, etc. because it is such a big part of the town.  He said after that they could possibly open it up and go through the contents of it.  Mr. Haney said he doesn’t want to speak for Council, but he would be interested to see it opened up, as long as you have insured that no structural damage would be done.  Ms. Cox said the next step is to reach out to different contracting companies that have experience with historical buildings to find the least invasive way of getting it out.  Brigham said it is City-owned property, so he thinks we need to first notify our insurance carrier and make sure, and there would have to be a release of liability because it that thing would fall and kills somebody . .  . it is a significant liability, but he thinks it is a great idea.  Mr. Malone said he knew that that question was going to come up and he is a step ahead.  He said the company that is working on all of the churches, he contacted their job foreman and talked to him.  His thinking is they will probably work with a company like that, if everyone agrees, and see what kind of price they would charge to remove that one block and let them take full liability of it.  Brigham said the City has to have a release before we touch that building.  Mr. Malone said we don’t want to put it out there where it sounds like it is a money-making operation because it’s not—hopefully it is all charity work.  Mr. Haney asked if that is an agreement that Council approves or would it be the Mayor?  Brigham said probably the Mayor.  He said no legislation would be needed—we just to work with the Mayor to make sure that there are releases.  Mr. Malone said time is of the essence because he wants to do the right celebrations and maybe YouTube videos and the proper way to make contacts with other people who might be interested, whether it be the Tribune or Hearld-Dispatch or Ohio Historical Society, we will probably want to get involved with their stories to document it for historical reasons.  He thinks maybe they should put a committee of people together, whoever is really interested.  They already have four people who are highly interested in it right now.  He said they want to work with all of the museums, work with the VFW, and work with anybody who is interested in the City.  Mr. Haney said that the Mayor is not here this evening, but he would suggest them calling the Mayor sometime next week and we will have an agreement or whatever they need.  Ms. Cox said they will follow up with the Mayor next week.  

	Chad Gue, 24 Destiny Drive, Barboursville, WV, said he is the Captain with the City of Ironton Police Department.  He said he was sworn in 18 years ago to maintain and preserve public peace and to do what he thinks is right no matter what, and he has done it the best he can.  He is human and makes mistakes as everybody does.  He has worked with Mr. Anderson for years, and sometimes they have ups and sometimes they have downs.  He said recently he took part in the Police Chief examination, and he scored first in the written part of the examination.  He has been contacted by some concerning matters, which he sure Council is aware of.  He wanted to bring it to their attention that he never asked for favoritism or asked for anything, he just asks for fairness.  He said the reality is, every single day that he goes to work and he has the opportunity to tell his young guys that they are expected to do three things—filter everything through reasonableness. totality of circumstances, and good faith.  He said when he swore an oath, that is what he based everything on.  He said this proposed ordinance that is being considered for the residency, and the timely manner is a question as well, but if this is an issue of response, which is the way that it is listed, he would like to have some kind of explanation as to how he can live in Gallipolis, Ohio, and have three times the distance, but he can’t live in Huntington, West Virginia.  He said if we think that is reasonable and if we think that is acting in good faith, then he may be alone because it sure doesn’t seem like it.  He said with everything in him he has done everything he can to preserve the protection and rights of the people of Ironton.  He has literally bled for this City for 18 years.  He is asking for Council to take that in consideration before anything is passed.  His commitment to the City has been established and his role to the City has been established, and he has proven himself time and again.  The last time he addressed Council, he was receiving an award for valor and bravery.  So if they make the decision to pass this ordinance, that is what you are passing against—please keep that in mind.   

	Mary Ann Tussey, 1507 Karin Street, said she just got to skim the notes from last week, and she noticed that it said something in there about updating City vehicles every couple of years and the Department Heads had to provide a listing every November.  She said she would again like to bring up the fact that all the vehicles are not marked, and again, this particular person keeps reaching out to her that vehicles are being used for personal use; and with gas being $4 a gallon, she doesn’t think the citizens should be paying for that.  She thinks every City vehicle needs to have a placard or some kind of identification on it.  She said she hopes they consider that when they start buying new ones or even the ones we have not, so that there are not advantages being taken with the citizens’ money that they provide.  She said the other thing she wanted to bring up, and she has brought this up before, there is a camper at the Water Works and she understands that it was taken off the city streets, however, it does belong to someone who works for the City, a relative.  She said they had that camper down here at the Water Works and it finally got moved when it was questioned why are we providing a camper?  Everyone would like to have a free place to put their camper.  She said it got moved, and now there is a camper sitting up at the Water Works, and she doesn’t understand why it is there.  It wasn’t sold at the last sale so she is assuming that the City doesn’t own it.  So she would just like for someone to check into why are we providing free services of helping with people’s campers.  She also asked if the City owns Sta-Tan or if the City has anything to do with that property?  Mr. Haney said no.  Ms. Tussey said he got the tax code from Mr. Elam for landlords, Ordinance 25-47.  She said she didn’t actually know that Council passed it in November, and she is wondering if people buy property, how are you notifying them that they need to fill this form out if it is going to be a rental, and are you getting a good feedback from people who do have rentals to fill this information out?  Mr. Kline said that went through our Income Tax Department so that is communicated to those Clerks.  So when they would go to file their income tax, if they buy rental property, that would need to be included in their return.  Ms. Tussey said so people who already have rentals, they are providing that information?  Mr. Kline said it is his understanding that the Income Tax Clerks sent that out to anyone who may have filed a Schedule E.  Ms. Tussey said she remembers when Officer Gue started, and they had a neighborhood watch down in Green Valley, and she has to say that of all the people, they could call him and he would come every time and checks things out.  She said as far as she knows, he was dedicated to them years ago when they had that neighborhood watch.  

	Sherri Cooke, 632 Knife Branch, Glenwood, West Virginia.  She said she has a follow-up question pertaining to Officer Gue.  If the process of hiring is through Civil Service, and that has been underway with the City and it has been a trusted means to always choose a candidate, why would that be stopped mid-stream to change a law that would change residency requirements after scores have been submitted?  She said, in honesty, that kind of makes Council look less transparent, or some may view that as ill intent, because when that law was proposed for interjecting into the process of the hiring.  She said the timing of that in a current process ongoing for an interview process seems to look like a mid-stream stoppage.  She said it is just food for thought for them.  
	
REPORTS – None 

ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-16 -	REQUIRING THE CHIEF OF POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE CHIEF OF FIRE DEPARTMENT TO BE RESIDENTS OF LAWRENCE COUNTY, SCIOTO COUNTY, JACKON COUNTY OR GALLIA COUNTY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-17 -	REQUIRING CITY DEPARTMENT HEADS TO PROVIDE A LIST OF ALL MAJOR VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT TO THE CITY FINANCE DIRECTOR BY NOVEMBER 1ST OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-18 -	AMENDING SECTION 1060.02 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IRONTON, OHIO was given first reading.

Mr. Kline said he wanted to mention that Ordinance 26-18 received favorable recommendation by the Finance Committee.  	

ORDINANCE NO. 26-19 -	REPEALING CHAPTER 876 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IRONTON, OHIO REGULATING TAXICABS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-20 -	AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $3,000,000 OF BONDS BY THE CITY OF IRONTON, OHIO, FOR ACQUIRING AND CONSTRUCTING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WASTEWATER SYSTEM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

Mr. Kline mentioned that Ordinance 26-20 received a favorable recommendation from the Finance Committee.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-21 -	AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH ARCADIS FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCT OF THE IRONTON WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS-DIGESTER, TRICKLING FILTER, AND DISINFECTION PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

Mr. Kline mentioned that Ordinance 26-21 received a favorable recommendation from the Finance Committee.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-22 -	LIMITING TRAFFIC ON SOUTH THIRTEENTH STREET BETWEEN VINE STREET AND MCGOVNEY AVENUE TO OPERATE ONLY IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION AND PROHIBITING ON STREET PARKING ON SAID STREET AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was given first reading.

Mr. Harvey asked Brigham if he was able to call a public hearing or does it have to be the Chair.  Brigham said the Chair.  Mr. Harvey requested the Chair to call a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on April 3rd regarding South 13th Street.  He said a resident contacted him, Nate and Sam about the narrowness of that street and that is has been an alley and now it’s a street, but the five houses on that alley/street have 13th Street addresses.  So hence the legislation, but he would like public input from the five people who live on that street.  Mr. Haney asked if they can have it on the 23rd?  Mr. Harvey said it is not a zoning change and there is no required public hearing—he is just asking for it.  Brigham said it can be the Chairman or the majority of Council to call a meeting, to answer his question.  Mr. Haney said he would like to call a public hearing for April 23rd at 5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers regarding Ordinance 26-22, Limiting Traffic on South 13th Street.  

RESOLUTIONS - None

MISCELLANEOUS

	Mr. Kline moved, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to receive, file and make a part of the minutes the February 2026 financials.  Motion passed unanimously.

	Mr. Kline said he would like to note that he forgot to mention in the Finance Committee that Mr. Elam provided expenses that exceeded $25,000 in the month of March, and it is on everyone’s desks.  

	Mr. Haney said when he was down at the City Clean-Up, it was very well received and very appreciated by the residents who communicated with the City employees down there.  He said he did have a number, but definitely on Friday and Saturday he thinks they said they took 20 dumpsters out of there on those two days.  He said hopefully that will keep trash out of the alleys and continues to improve slum and blight around the community.  	

	Mr. Kline moved, seconded by Mr. Harvey, to go into Executive Session to discuss property and contracts with Council, the Solicitor and Finance Director, with no action to follow.  Motion passed unanimously.

	Minutes were taken by Marta Leach, Clerk.

            In attendance:  John Elam, Mayor Cramblit, Brigham Anderson.


________________________________		_______________________________
Clerk							Vice Mayor

______________________________
Mayor 
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